
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 2 December, 2014
Between 7.30pm and 9.00pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall

MINUTES
Present
Andrew Robbins – Vice-Chair, Cllrs Peter Tully, Steven Farrell & Sally Harris

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk, Olga Hall, Harry Scott, Euan Pringle and David Coulter. Cllr John Riddle 
(from 7.45).

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Cllrs Corbett and Wilson.

2. Declarations of interest – Cllr Robbins declared an interest in item 6j. 

3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, 
were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair

4. Public Question Time – 
The Clerk confirmed there had been no request for a topic to be raised.

5. Matters arising
a) item 5a: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village:  Whilst the latest report is still awaited from NCC 
following discussion it was agreed to choose the ‘wooden’ effect gate at the ‘pinch point’ on the road entering
the village from Jedburgh. There was concern that there was still no reference to undertaking work to 
increase safety for pedestrians alongside the Castle Hotel. A suggestion made that a solid line is marked ½ 
metre into the road and the centre of the road removed. Additionally a renewed request was made for the 
flashing 30mph sign to be moved out past Redewater View Cottages.  It was agreed that there should be no 
rumble strips due to the noise as traffic goes over them and instead there should be painted lines. The Clerk 
was asked to contact Steve Fletcher at NCC regarding these issues.

b) item 5b: Play Area footpath: There was agreement the new path at the play area looked good and the Cllrs 
thanked Neil Jones for the work. There was agreement a padlock was required for the gate for the 
lawnmower and it was agreed the Clerk should purchase this. It was agreed there should be three keys, one 
for the Clerk, one for Cllr Robbins (as he lives close to the play area) and one for the person who cuts the 
lawn.

The Clerk advised he had not heard from Mark Kane (NCC) about the approximate cost for the lighting on 
the path. There was discussion about the possibility of installing solar lighting.  

c) item 5c: Notice board at the Memorial Hall: The Clerk’s Report was received and accepted. It was agreed the 
board should be finished with Danish oil rather than varnish. 

d) item 5d: Village Festival: The Vice-Chair spoke of the meeting held on 21 November. 12 people attended and
it was agreed an event should be a small scale family fun day. It was agreed at the meeting the event should be
held at the RTC. A further meeting was set for 12 January at the RTC. 

Cllr Riddle spoke about the proposed traffic calming. He advised it was time action was taken so to use the 
money put aside. He questioned whether there would be agreement in moving the flashing 30mph sign as it 
would be expensive and debatable what benefit there would be.

e) item 8a: Millennium Green Christmas tree: It was reported that an electrician confirmed the electrics supplying 
the power from Mr & Mrs Snaith were OK for the lights on the Christmas tree. 

The Clerk advised he had heard from NCC that the cost for providing a power line for lighting the Christmas
tree would be £2,328 + VAT. It was agreed this was too much to pay. Cllr Farrell asked if perhaps Colas 
could do the job which he believed would be cheaper.      

Cllr Farrell reported that there was an anonymous donation of £50.00 towards Christmas tree lights. It was 
agreed by all Councillors that the parish Council would also donate £50.00 towards lights. 
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6. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for November, 2014: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was agreed. 

b) Payment of quarterly PAYE: The quarterly payment was agreed by all Councillors. 

c) 2015-16 precept: There was discussion regarding the Parish Council finances and future plans. Cllr Riddle 
provided details from a NCC perspective. It was agreed by all to increase the precept from £5,500 to £6,000. 

d) Donation to Rede Newsletter from Redefest: The Clerk’s Report was received and accepted.

e) Payment of invoice for recent Rede Newsletter edition: The Clerk’s Report was received and accepted. 

f) Payment of invoice to Neil Jones for footpath at play area: The Clerk’s Report was received and accepted. 

g) Payment for Remembrance wreath: The payment of £18.00 was agreed.

h) Payment of invoice for Spanglefish: The payment of £24.95 including VAT was agreed.  

i) Payment of invoice for Clerks & Councils Direct: The payment for £12.00 was agreed.  

j) Donation request from Otterburn Junior football team: Cllr Robbins took no part on the discussion. The Clerk 
advised that a donation of £100 had been made the previous year. Following discussion the same amount was
agreed. 

7. Planning - There were no planning applications this month.  

8. New Business
a) Otterburn Hall footpaths: It was agreed to discuss this item in the ‘surgery’. 

b) EDF Energy Green Rigg Windfarm Community Fund application deadlines: It was agreed to discuss a possible 
application to the fund at the February meeting. It was suggested that perhaps an application could be made 
towards lighting on the play area footpath. It was also suggested that the Parish Council could contact EDF 
direct to request assistance in lighting the path.

c) NCC winter services: The Clerk shared details received from County Council.      

9. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 3 February, 2015 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall.  

Formal meeting closed at 8.45pm

‘Surgery’
Notice board – Following a question from Mr Scott it was agreed the old notice board could be taken away 
when the new one was ready to be installed.

Christmas carol service in Millennium Green – Arrangements were agreed for mull wine and mince pies 
to be provided at the service. Also there was agreement in the provision of a gazebo and speaker system for 
music.

Planning Inspectorate meeting at Memorial Hall – Mr Pringle advised he had attended the meeting that 
morning that covered the BOAT application at Geenchesters and provided details of the matters discussed.
 
Meeting closed at 9.00pm
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